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Urban/Wildland Interface

Much of Oakdale has been developed as urban uses, and most of these areas would not be
susceptible to risks from wildland fires. However, much of the Study Area outside of the City
limits remains mostly undeveloped. In recent decades, the population has also become more
dispersed within the Study Area. Because of the growth of development into the formerly rural
areas adjacent to and within Oakdale, these trends have increased the number of people living
in and near heavily vegetated areas where wildlands meet urban development, also referred to
as the urban/wildland interface. A fire along the urban/wildland interface can result in major
losses of property and structures. As development continues to occur in formerly rural and/or
agricultural areas, the loss of this land could result in a reduction of the amount of land
susceptible to fire hazards within the urban/wildand interface area.

The parts of Oakdale most susceptible to wildland fires that could endanger urban development
are the dense brush along the river, weeds on properties in Oakdale, and rural and agricultural
areas. Human activities in these areas are often responsible for starting fires.

To help prevent urban wildfires, the City’s Fire Department has implemented an aggressive
weed/fire hazard abatement program that identifies properties within the Fire Department’s
service area that may pose a risk for fire on adjacent properties. If property owners do not
remove the weeds, the Fire Department will. Programs such as these dramatically cut back fire
incidents in these areas.
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REGULATORY CONTEXT

Federal
Uniform Fire Code

The Uniform Fire Code contains Federal regulations relating to construction and maintenance of
buildings and the use of premises. Topics addressed in the Code include fire department
access, fire hydrants, automatic sprinkler systems, fire alarm systems, fire and explosion
hazards safety, hazardous materials storage and use, provisions intended to protect and assist
fire responders, industrial processes, and many other general and specialized fire-safety
requirements for new and existing buildings and premises. The Code contains specialized
technical regulations related to fire and life safety.

State
California Fire Code (Title 24, Part 9, California Code of Regulations)

The California Fire Code is Part 9 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, also referred
to as the California Building Standards Code. The California Fire Code incorporates the Uniform
Fire Code with necessary California amendments. This Code prescribes regulations consistent
with nationally recognized good practice for the safeguarding to a reasonable degree of life and
property from the hazards of fire explosion, and dangerous conditions arising from the storage,
handling and use of hazardous materials and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life or
property in the use or occupancy of buildings or premises and provisions to assist emergency
response personnel.

Local

The City of Oakdale has adopted and enforces the Uniform Fire Code including plan reviews
and inspections and enforces a weed/fire hazard abatement program through annual
inspections and mandatory property cleanup. Chapter 12, Section 19 of the Oakdale Municipal
Code includes amendments to the California Fire Code that provide more specific fire protection
and prevention services and requirements to the City. This includes amendments that place
restrictions on open burning and the sale and use of fireworks.

The City of Oakdale Fire Marshal/Division Chief conducts weed/fire hazard abatement
inspections each year to reduce fire hazards that accumulate with weeds and waste material
throughout the City. This is an aggressive and very successful program. If the property owner
does not remove the fire hazard, as required under Chapter 14, Sections 26-23 through 26-30
of the Municipal Code, the City will have the property cleaned and a lien on the property placed
for restitution for the cost of the removal. City-owned properties that require cleaning are also
coordinated by the Fire Marshal.
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City of Oakdale 2015 General Plan

The 2015 Oakdale General Plan includes the following policies that pertain to fire hazards.

6.5 Guiding Noise, Air Quality and Safety Policies

S17. The City shall require the abatement of fire hazards within all existing buildings through
continuous enforcement of relevant codes and ordinances.

6.6 Noise, Air Quality and Safety Implementation Policies

199. Enforce a weed abatement program and other relevant codes and ordinances designed
to abate fire hazards. Encourage installation of private early-warning and fire
suppression systems.
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KEY TERMS

Defensible Space. (1) In fire-fighting and prevention, a 30-foot area of non-combustible
surfaces separating urban and wild land areas. (2) In urban areas, open spaces, entry points,
and pathways configured to provide maximum opportunities to rightful users and/or residents to
defend themselves against intruders and criminal activity.

Flash Fuels. Fuels such as grass, leaves, pine needles, ferns, tree moss, and some types of
slash, flash fuels or flashy fuels ignite readily and are consumed rapidly when dry.

Structural Fire. A fire that occurs within a man-made structure.
Urban Wildfire. A fire occurring within the urban/wildland interface.

Urban/Wildland Interface. The geographical point where flammable vegetation meets man-
made structures.

Wildland Fire. Any fire occurring on undeveloped land.
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