










 



NOVEMBER 2009 SOILS, AGRICULTURE, & MINERAL RESOURCES CHAPTER 

 
CITY OF OAKDALE C.2-17 GENERAL PLAN TECHNICAL BACKGROUND REPORT 

Performance standards for mine reclamation are set forth in Section 3700 et seq. of Title 14 of 
the California Code of Regulations (CCR).  With regard to geotechnical considerations, these 
regulations generally address soil erosion control and drainage, re-soiling and re-vegetation, 
backfilling, regarding, slope inclination and stabilization, and re-contouring, but the specific 
methods to achieve conformance with the standards are not specified.  Section 2761 (a) and (b) 
and 2790 of the SMARA provides for a mineral lands inventory process termed classification-
designation.  The CGS and the State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB) are the State 
agencies responsible for administering this process.  The primary objective of the process is to 
provide local agencies, such as cities and counties, with information on the location, need, and 
importance of minerals within their respective jurisdictions.  It is also the intent of this process, 
through the adoption of general plan mineral resource management policies, that this 
information be considered in future local land-use planning decisions (Public Resources Code 
Section 2762).   

Mining operations and mine reclamation activities must be performed in accordance with laws 
and regulations adopted by the SMGB, which are contained in Section 3500 et seq. of Title 14 
of the CCR.  The Office of Mine Reclamation (OMR) in the State Department of Conservation 
oversees reclamation requirements.   

Local 

City of Oakdale 2015 General  Plan 

The 2015 Oakdale General Plan includes the following policies that pertain to agricultural 
resources, soils, and mineral resources. 

4.5 Guiding Open Space Conservation Pol icies 

OS9. Preserve unique and valuable natural resource areas. 

OS15. Discourage General Plan amendments for redesignation of agricultural lands (or areas 
interim reserved as agricultural) to urban land use until there is less than a seven year 
capacity of vacant land available for growth. Consideration must be given to ensure 
there is excess land available in all quadrants of the City. For the purpose of determining 
vacant and available land capacity, it should be assumed that a 10-percent vacancy rate 
should always be maintained to recognize that underutilized areas will continue to exist 
and that 100-percent build-out is not a normal phenomenon. 

4.6 Open Space Conservation Implementation Policies 

99. During annexation review, determine whether proposal is a premature conversion of 
valuable agricultural lands. Also determine whether the proposal significantly impacts the 
City's aim to promote infill development. 

100. In cooperation with Stanislaus County, seek to protect existing agricultural and open 
space resources in the Planning Area.  

105. Consider prioritizing annexations towards areas with lower quality soils to protect prime 
agricultural lands.  

107. Adopt a “Right to Farm Ordinance” which contains performance standards for protection 
of farming uses from encroaching urban uses. 
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108. Develop design and buffer standards to achieve the transition from agricultural uses, 
sensitive habitat areas, and urbanized land uses. 

116. Implement the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), Section 2762. 
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KEY TERMS 

California Uniform Building Code (CUBC).  Similar to the UBC, minimum requirements to be 
followed for any type of construction in the State of California. 

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP).  This program was designed by the 
state to inventory important farm and grazing lands by preparing Important Farmland Series 
maps. 

MRZ.  Mineral Resource Zone. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Formerly the U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service. 

SMARA.  State Mining and Reclamation Act adopted to protect mineral resources. 

State Department of Conservation.  The State Department of Conservation oversees the 
FMMP and reclamation requirements and issues pertaining to mineral resources. 

Uniform Building Code (UBC).  Minimum requirements for any type of construction. 

Williamson Act.  The Act, known formally as the California Land Conservation Act of 1965, 
creates an arrangement whereby private landowners contract with counties and cities to 
voluntarily restrict their land to agricultural and compatible open-space uses.  The vehicle for 
these agreements is a rolling term 10-year contract (i.e., unless either party files a “notice of 
nonrenewal,” the contract is automatically renewed for an additional year).  In return, restricted 
parcels are assessed for property tax purposes at a rate consistent with their actual use, rather 
than potential market value. 


